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attachment, you might at least have informed me of its
existence. I could then have had a chance of arranging
the match, despite all its disadvantages, before the matter
became the talk of the whole town. You could not have
done worse than to leave these young people to their own
devices/

That the matter was so serious as this had never occurred
to Princess Omiya at all, and she was horrified. ' I entirely
agree with you'; she said. ' But how could I possibly
know what was going on all the while in the minds of these
two children ? I am sure I am very sorry it has happened;
indeed I have quite as much reason to lament over it as
you have. But I think it is the young pair themselves, and
not I, who ought to bear the blame for what has happened.
You have no idea of all that I have done for this girl since
you first sent her to me. She has had advantages such as it
would never have occurred to you to suggest, and if, through
a blindness very natural in a grandmother, I have too long
regarded the boy's friendship for her as a matter of no
particular consequence, what reason is there to think that
any harm has as yet been done ? All your information on
the subject is founded on the chatter of good-for-nothings
who take a pleasure in damaging the reputations of every
one round them. If you were to look into these stories you
would probably find they were pure inventions, and stupid
- inventions at that!' c Not at all!' said To no Chujo
hotly. * It is not a question of slanders or lies. The way
in which these two carry on together is a common matter
for jest among your own ladies-in-waiting. It is a most
disagreeable situation and I am worried about it'; and with
that he left the room.

The news of all this rumpus soon went the round of the
aged servants at the Great Hall and there was much wring-
ing of hands. In particular the ladies whose conversation